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whose presence is an essential requisite when, they are to
be performed. Pagodas are erected, statues of Buddha are
inaugurated, offerings of flowery tapers, and small orna-
ments are made, particularly on the days of the new and
full moon, but on all those solemn occasions the interfer-
ence of the Phongyie is in no way considered as necessary,
so that the whole worship exists independently of him.
He is not to be seen on the particular occasions of births
and marriages. He is, it is true, occasionally asked to
attend funerals ; but he then acts, not as a minister per-
forming a ceremony, but as a private person. He is pre-
sent for the sake of receiving alms that are profusely
bestowed upon him by the relatives of the defunct.

The Buddhists have three months of the year, from the
full moon of July to the full moon of October, particularly
devoted to a stricter observance of the practices and cere-
monies of the law. Crowds of people of both sexes resort
to the pagodas, and often spend whole nights in the build-
ings erected close to those places. The most fervent
among them fast and abstain from profane amusements
during that period; they devote more time to the reading
of their sacred books and the repetition of certain, formulas
calculated to remind them, of certain important truths, or
intended to praise the last Buddha Gaudama and the law
he has published. Alms pour more abundantly into the
peaceable dwellings of the pious recluses. During all
the time the Talapoin quietly remains in his place, with-
out altering his mode of life, or deviating in the least from
his never-changing usages and ordinary habits. By the
rules of his profession he is directed to pay, during that
time, a particular regard to religious observances, to join
his brethren from time to time in the recital of certain
formulas, and in the reading of the book embodying the
regulations of the profession. He enjoys, as usual, the
good things which his liberal co-religionists take pleasure
in proffering to him. On two occasions the writer has
seen, and on many has heard of Talapoins withdrawing